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The Great Spelling Race – Guidance and Instructions 

Races 2 to 10 are available from SpellingJournals.co.uk 

The following should take about 30 minutes and is given as guidance. You may adapt the methods as you wish. The 
activities will give an outstanding, rich, engaging, highly active and effective session on learning spellings. 

1) Practice:  
Show the Word List (printed or on electronic whiteboard) and give 2 minutes to practise the spellings (either on 
paper or whiteboards). Focus pupils on trickier words and common errors (common errors are underlined). After 2 
minutes, hide all resources/notes. 

2) The Race: 
Give pairs the Race Sheet face down and give the following instructions (for a larger classes of 24 or more you may 
want to put into groups of 3 or use an additional adult to help manage the race):  

a. The winner is the pair who writes all ten words correctly first 

b. Choose who will be the scribe and the runner 

c. They will have a list of the words spelt incorrectly (Race Sheet) 

d. They need to correct each word underneath the misspelt word 

e. There may be one or two errors in each word 

f. When they have corrected all ten, the runner comes to the adult, the adult checks the answers. The teacher 
tells them how many they still need to correct – do not tell them which ones are incorrect, just the number 
they have right or wrong 

g. Extension: ask the pupils to learn the word class* for each word if you want to give the other groups time to 
continue the game. At this point, you may also want to tell the other groups which words they need to 
correct. You may also want to set a time limit to finish whether the words are all corrected or not. 

3) Review: 
Display the Word List again and give a further two minutes to correct the Race Sheet and revise the word classes 

4) Independent Spelling Test: 

a. Read the words, out of order, giving the definitions. Pupils complete their Spelling Test Sheet and write the 
word class for each word 

b. Swap with partner and mark the test together giving a score out of 10 for spellings, and a score out of 10 for 
the word classes. 

5) Corrections: 
Any words still incorrect, write in a margin at back of their English book or spelling journal copying out the words in 
the body of the page. 

 

* Please note that the word classes and meanings are not exhaustive. The most common classes and meanings are 
included in the lists. 
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The Great Spelling Race – Race Sheet 1 

 Misspelt Word Word class and meaning 
1 accomodate Verb: to do a kindness or a favour to 
  

 
 

 

2 acommodation Noun: anything that supplies a need, 
want, favour, convenience 

  
 
 

 

3 acheive Verb: to bring to a successful end 
  

 
 

 

4 acros Preposition/adverb: from one side to the 
other of 

  
 
 

 

5 agresion Noun: any offensive action, attack, or 
procedure 

  
 
 

 

6 aggresive Adjective: tending toward unprovoked 
offensives, attacks, invasions 

  
 
 

 

7 anksious Adjective: full of mental distress or 
uneasiness because of fear of danger or 
misfortune 

  
 
 

 

8 aparantly Adverb: open to view; visible 
  

 
 

 

9 appearence Noun: The act of being seen 
  

 
 

 

10 arguement Noun: a discussion involving differing 
points of view 

  
 
 

 

 
Conjunction   Noun   Verb   Adverb   Adjective   Pronoun   Preposition 
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The Great Spelling Race – Word Lists 

Conjunction (C)  Noun (N)   Verb (V)  Adverb (Adv)   Adjective (Adj)   Pronoun (Pro)   Preposition (Pre) 
Most common errors are underlined 

Race 1 Race 2 Race 3 Race 4 Race 5 
1. accommodate V   
2. accommodation N 
3. achieve V 
4. across Pre/Adv 
5. aggression N 
6. aggressive Adj 
7. anxious Adj 
8. apparently Adv 
9. appearance N 
10. argument N 

Races 2 to 10 are available from PrimaryClass.co.uk 

Race 6 Race 7 Race 8 Race 9 Race 10 
 
 
 
 
 

Races 2 to 10 are available from PrimaryClass.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* Please note that the word classes and meanings are not exhaustive. The most common classes and meanings are included in the lists. 
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The Great Spelling Race - Test Sheets 
 

Name 
 

Date 

 Spelling Class 
1  

 
 

 

2  
 
 

 

3  
 
 

 

4  
 
 

 

5  
 
 

 

6  
 
 

 

7  
 
 

 

8  
 
 

 

9  
 
 

 

10  
 
 

 

Conjunction (C)  Noun (N)   Verb (V)  Adverb (Adv)   Adjective 
(Adj)   Pronoun (Pro)   Preposition (Pre) 
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